SOUTH AFRICA TO

AUGUST 2005







IDES

UK

7

-

o
R

g

Ak

el W

KNEP

»

o

n J

i




Copyright 2008 by the author of this book, Dale and Carol
Winchell. The book author retains sole copyright to his or her
contributions to this book.

The Blurb-provided layout designs and graphic elements are
copyright Blurb Inc., 2008. This book was created using the Blurb
creative publishing service. The book author retains sole copyright
to his or her contributions to this book.




SOUTH AFRICA TOUR

AUGUST 2005




SOUTH AFRICA TOUR
AUGUST 2005

After timing their generous shopping spree with our arrival we hooked up with Jax and
Judy at Mpumalanga International Airport and made the wild dash vp to the Orpen
entrance into Kruger National Park. We arrived at the qate with minutes to spare.
We had been in South Africa for about 20 minutes in]a/wmnnsfmrg (never leaving the
airport) Ang about 1 hour at Mpumalanga.

Here we Are just Lounging on the patio of our Tush camp’ accommodations at TALAmMAL.
First m’gf»t n ‘Icmger National Park on A'ugust ZZ, 2005, This ff»ata shows how tru 117
'rough’ we would have it for the next several days. The perception of o bush camp’ leads

one’s imagination to the expectation of some Level of difficulty. This was about as
difficult a condition as we would have. Sitting on this patio we had no idea that

this would prove to be the vacation and adventure af our lives.






This is what raug[w’ng it Looks like within the Kru qer National Park, at
the Talamati bush camp. The accommodations throughout the trip were
clean, comfortable and safe.
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From the blind at the TAlamati water hole these zebras were kind enough
to synchronize their drinking.

¢ ik

Even the Sligfttast noise Attracts this ;Jﬁnatmting stare. Zebras renlltj Are
reActionAries
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While s[mrinﬁ the Local environment gimffes, Zebras and Imfmlm all
coordinate their differing senses to Keep from becoming A meal .

These chickens are enjoying o cruise on this ‘meal’ called an Impala.
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This Nyala wis just trying to stay out of sight and enjoy some grazing
activities.

The horns are the distinquishing characteristic that differentiate the
Nyala and the Kudu.
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Beau tiful male Kudu

Sometimes the Mnmzing AnimAals were so caa;aemtiﬂe far the ffwta
opportunities Like this bean tiful Kudu who seemed as curious about
us as we were About him.
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This Kudu was not sure about us. We were less than Z5 meters AWAY
from him. When the Kudu feels threatened they will freeze
motionless As this fine gentleman did to pose for this photo. The
distinctive spiraling horns Are specific to the Kudu.
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These quys are small Steenboks. The small black spots just below their
eyes are glands that are used to mark their territory.
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This Blue Wildebeest did not seem to be very [Lﬂf}ﬂ/ to see us. He could
not, however, know how [‘”7717 we were to see And P[wtagm;a[» hm. As
we found this dude, they commonly hang-out in the shade of a tree.
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When a White Rhino wanders out of the bush and cruises by the car
and then across the road, one realizes that this is an extraordinary

adventure. This quy is A prehistoric gigantic Aunk of animal.
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The 171'9 ude nearly took up the entire two Lane road. He stands
nearly & ft. tall. The record for length of & horn is more than 7 ft.




There was a pride of Lions Lounqging near a watering hole. This giraffe
wandered cavtionsly up to have a sip of water perhaps knowing that the
Lions had already had Lunch and he was safe. We were able to have an

amazing and tense few minutes of watching this interaction.
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qreat a draw not to partake, even with the danqger lurking nmr}y.




The Lioness seems to be tkinking "Seriausly, mAan, how can you taunt

me this way? Don't make me call my friends!”




Just relaxing in the sunshine. This beautiful lioness seemed so relaxed
even when the giraffe approached.
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As Jax patrols the snack stand, it is interesting to note the only separation
between wild human and wild animal is the 'fence’ that is visible in the
]mckgrau nd. Also worth noting is how clean the facilities are even though
they are miles from "civilization”. One Last observation - No qraffiti.




Seems so stmnge to have a Picm’c AS 1f we Are ] ust sittin7 n any ;mrk;

yet every conceivable wild animal is mmr]w and some would Love to

make us their lunch.




The Tamboti ‘Tent’ camp was fantastic. We each had one of these
multi-room cabins whose only resemblance to a tent was their cAnvVAsS

covering. We enjoved A Jantastic barbeque and even had a wild qoq

cruise ]717 uring cocktail hour.

24




The walking trail leading from the parking space to the cabin. Note
the wide dry river b Just 17e170m{ the fence of the camp.
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This 17%1’717 ele;a[wmt was Always close to mom.




The Very Kindly Looking giraffe may be insincere but here he is just

munching on some leaves and checking us out as we pass by.
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Tt takes qreat effort to get all the way down to the watering hole
when your mouth is 10 to 17 feet from the ground. This also makes the
giraffe very vulnerable while he is drinking. Special valves in the
neck prevent excessive blood pressure to the head while bent to drink.
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As the giraffe raises it's head the water tends to flow out of the long
neck. The goal is to raise the head quickly enough so as not to Lose the

water that his been sucked upstrem. I Am sure it takes some serious
;amctice.
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The Buffalo just doesn't Look. too friendly, although his passenger does
not Appear to be too much of a bother.




The famous Backab tree. Said to be more than 2000 years old, mythology
says that one of the children of the Gods pulled up the tree and then put it
back. into the qrownd with the roots sticking up. It is Aard to Arque based on
the appearance of the tree. They are very distinctive and very I?ig.
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There was A qrovip af ele;yfwmts that were not very [mf?t/ to have us

stop so near to their ]7%]71/ elephants. They proceeded to surround our
mini-Van And then in their very loudest elephant wale convinced us
to move Mcmg.
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This was the Last piece of their defense. With this 171'3 dude behind us
we were surrounded on three sides. Once he announced his presence, we
slowly pulled away as they ench out-weighed our mini-van by about
double.

35



Our finnl destination within Kruger National Park was Shimuwini.

From here we took A m’gkt excursion as well As aﬁsem/ing the fw';a}ws
that were Lounging in the Lake that is visible just beyond our

ACCOMMOIALLONS.
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Sunset in the Kru qer Park.is a mmgnificent experience. The noises,
the stars, the wine, and best of All the friends.
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Judy making A friend on our patio with this Little darling that found
humans to be 0K. Probably a safe place to Live inside the gates of the
cAmyp.




It is difficult not to Love the hippos. Cute Little ears and they seem so
mellow; ’nger fmt - [m';a}aas kill more visitors to Kru qer than any

other animal. When they open their mouths it seems like they coulq
sWAllow A cAr.
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A very recent birth. Baby and mom having a snooze on the beach.




This nice Looking family was found in the water just in front of our
camp. I did not have any Luck getting a picture of these quys with
their mouths open, but that is an AmAZing thing to see.




FOREST LODGE
AND SPA
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Cybele Forest Lodge and Spa was such an amazing place. We Look
Jorward to ]7&11147 able to spend more time there on our next trip.
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&17]7515 Lw{ge WAS luxury And camfart t(efinec{. From the bean tiful rooms, linens,
art and furnishings to the exterior shower in the garden to the amazing hiking
trails and restaurant. &17]7313 WS supposed to be our respite from the 14013 of
Kruger tents and the Like. Except that the Kruqger experience did not leave us
wanting the Cybele experience was sublime.

43



Carol Jean enjovyiing the qarden shower at (’Aﬂmle Forest Lodge and

5}31&.
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A vView af the su rraum{ings At Giﬂ?ﬂle Forest Lac{qe and Spa. The Lush
green forest just did not feel Like this could be South Africa.




We returneq to Mpumalangd International Airport forour flig[»t to

&n;yetaum.




Looks like A ferfect fit far AL'T" South Afrimn!




With Table Mountain as the ]mck%ro;;, this is the view from our
hotel room Zaaking over the bean tiful cittf af (’/Maetau/n.
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View of Table Mountain with the cable car visible to the right in mid
flight on it's way up to the top.
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Even with all of the beau ty of this country, one is never far from ﬁeing reminded of the
"Townships' with poverty and Living conditions that are um'mnginn}?la.

These Leaning tilt-up structures are some of the Lucky ones with roofs and power of sorts.
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Not too fm fram the Tawmki;as Are these very nice homes in (’/m;aetau/n
with A vView af the hatbor.




With the sun setting and the clouds rolling in over Table Mountain
we qot to enjoy this specticular view.
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Next door to Table Mountain is Lions Head. With Stuart Watson
Joining Jax and Judy we made the hike to the top for a spectacular

view af &nfetaum, as well as cam;alating another adventure to

YBMEM} er.




This is & View of the Cape coastline from the top of Lions Head.
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Judy, Carol, Stu and Jax working their way through the veqetation
and over the stone path up Lions Head.
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Here are the intrepid hikers At the top. What & good LooKing group.

The good Looking qentlemen in the vellow cap is the highly reqarded
South African naturalist Stuart Watson who Led the way to the top.
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Here are the babes on the beach near Cape Town. (Judy, Kins 5 Carol)
Beantiful white sand for the Peau tiful girls to get their feet into. As
Stuart would say "That's A mighty fine Looking Little group of
women you qot there”.
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Just a reminder of what a Vacation should Always include; some time

to just take your shoes off And wigqle your toes in the sand.

59



f,
W AT

~,n%r4nﬂ./u: J
N

wn Island.

&
NN
I8
L 5Y
=
by
S
Ny
-
[N
3
=
Q
2
(=N
W\
=
Y
5
M <
Q
pray
-
3
-8
<
=




This is the jail on Robyin Istand that housed Nelson Mandela for 25
years. The island is Located about 50 minutes ferry boat ride Jrom the

Capetown harbor and is now & museum and tourist attraction.




One fantastic component of our journey was to be able to ponder the

southern most tiy af A continent. Sm'ling south fram here, one will
anl17 encounter Antarctica.
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The baboons were very prevalent  One more addition to the chicken
near the Cape. 0pviously the count was this ostrich

barbed wire Jences were not too

effective in controlling them.

This is the post office At the tip of ~ We took A ride up the Funicular
the Cape to the lig[»t[wme At the Cape
Point
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This is the view of the Klein-Constantia Vineyard. They make the
best dessert wine in the world ( according to Jamous Somalier Jax
Kneppers) - Vin de Constance. No Aargument here. It is said that
Napoleon sent ships from France to get this fine wine.
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Another af t[uafine Winery 's in South Africn. This beau tiful Winert;
is Vergelegen (pronovinced Vair Rha Lake hun) and is Located in the

Stellenbosch reqion. Vergeleqen was qranted to the Governor of the
(’zﬂ})ﬂ 1 1700.
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This home sits on the cliff at Hermanus with an unobstructed view of
the ocean and the migrating whales just off shore. Hermanus is A
beaus ttful town on Walker Bmf where the Southern ]Zig[»t Whales

migrate from Antarctica to breed and play.
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A'lmg the coast at Hermanus the The Southern ]Zig[vt Whale is

Southern Right Whale frolics found very near shore and can be

near the shore seen from July to December each
year.

P -

These ]n’g whales can be L0 ft n The Southern Kig/»t Whale can

length and weigh more than b0 not breath through it's mouth

tons. but rather an117 t[mmgft the blow
hole.
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This was our rental home in Hermanus.
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Fine wine, qood food, and qreat friends as we celebrate the end of our
[antastic trip.
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This natural stone erosion was photographed at Cybele.
With all our hearts,
Thank you.
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